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Nomination for Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration
April 12, 1993

The President will nominate Jolene Molitoris
to be the Administrator of the Federal Railroad
Administration, Department of Transportation,
the White House announced today. Ms.
Molitoris served for more than a decade with
the Ohio Department of Transportation and
Ohio Rail Transportation Authority.

‘‘One of the most important things we can
do to improve our overall transportation system

and to create high-wage manufacturing jobs is
to improve and expand our Nation’s rail system,’’
said the President. ‘‘Jolene Molitoris is a sea-
soned executive with direct experience in doing
the kinds of things we need to be doing.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Commissioners of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission
April 12, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate four experts on energy regulation,
Bill Massey, Donald Santa, James Hoecker, and
Vicky Bailey, to be Commissioners of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission. He also an-
nounced his intention to designate Elizabeth
Anne ‘‘Betsy’’ Moler as the Commission’s Chair,
a position she has held on an interim basis since
February.

‘‘I have called for a sensible, comprehensive
energy policy that serves our future energy
needs, protects our precious environment, and
helps to build a growing economy,’’ said the
President. ‘‘This experienced and talented group
of Commissioners will help to meet those goals.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on the Observance of the 250th Anniversary of the Birth of
Thomas Jefferson
April 13, 1993

Thank you very much, Colonel McCarty, Gen-
eral Streeter, my fellow Americans. I want to
begin by offering my compliments to the United
States Marine Band and the Virginia Glee Club,
who have entertained us so well today. I think
we should give them another hand. [Applause]

Today we observe the birthday of perhaps
the most brilliant of our Founding Fathers in
a setting Thomas Jefferson would have very
much approved: one that joins the beauty of
human architecture with the rapturous side of
nature, with the cherry blossoms bursting all
around us in a wreath.

Mr. Jefferson used to say with some pride
that the Sun never found him in bed, that he

always rose early, and he was very proud of
the fact that well into his seventies, he could
ride a horse several miles a day without tiring.
Well, in honor of his birthday, I rose early this
morning and finding no horses around the
White House, I ran over here and jogged
around this magnificent Tidal Basin, seeing
many of my fellow citizens who were here even
before me, at the dawn, to see this magnificent
sight.

Today we have come to lay our wreaths in
honor of Thomas Jefferson, as his likeness tow-
ers behind us. And yet, no amount of bronze
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can capture the measure of the man who helped
to cut a path for our Nation, who personally
forged the principles that continue to guide us
as Americans and as lovers of freedom.

As has already been said, this monument was
dedicated a half a century ago, on the 200th
anniversary of Jefferson’s birthday by President
Franklin Roosevelt, a worthy heir to the spirit
of Jefferson. Were Jefferson here today, I think
he would not want very much to talk about
the America of his time; instead, he would be
talking about the America of our time. He
would certainly not be at a loss for ideas about
what we ought to be doing, for he was a man
blessed with an eye for invention, an ear for
music, the hands of a farmer, the mind of a
philosopher, the voice of a statesman, and the
soul of a searcher for truth.

The genius of Thomas Jefferson was his ability
to get the most out of today while never taking
his eye off tomorrow, to think big while enjoying
the little things of daily life. Perhaps most im-
portant, he understood that in order for us to
preserve our timeless values, people have to
change. And free people need to devise means
by which they can change profoundly and still
peacefully. If you go back to this monument
after the ceremony, you will see on the wall
in part the following quotation: ‘‘Laws and insti-
tutions must go hand-in-hand with the progress
of the human mind as that becomes more devel-
oped, more enlightened, as new discoveries are
made and new truths discovered, and manners
and opinions change. With the change of cir-
cumstances, institutions must advance also to
keep pace with the times.’’

A very modern statement from our third
President. In his own time, the pace of change
was enormous. Just think back, during Jeffer-
son’s Presidency the steamboat made its debut,
revolutionizing travel. The importing of slaves
was banned, paving the way toward emanci-
pation and the realignment of society. And he
acquired the Louisiana Purchase for the then
massive sum of $15 million. Turns out it was
an awfully sound investment. It doubled the size
of our Nation, it opened up a new frontier,
and it enabled me to be born in the United
States of America, and many of you as well,
I suspect.

But believe it or not, every step along the
way, Thomas Jefferson was opposed. There were
people who opposed the Louisiana Purchase,
people who opposed his then radical conception

of human liberty, and both the power of individ-
uals and the limitations of the Government. He
fought, and he prevailed.

I wonder what he would say about our time,
in which the pace of change is even greater.
I think he would take great pride in the fact
that we have now found ways to literally double
the volume of knowledge every few years. But
I think he would be terribly disappointed that
our understanding in this country of the science
and mathematics that he loved so much is still
so limited and so inadequate when compared
to that of many other nations.

I think he would be delighted that the prin-
ciples of freedom for which he stood all his
life finally resulted in the end of the cold war
and the demise of communism. But I think he
would be deeply disappointed that ethnic and
racial and other hatreds had kept this world
such a dangerous and unstable place, in ways
that are blatantly unreasonable, as he defined
reason.

I think he would be proud of the techno-
logical and economic advances of this time, of
the increasing interconnection of peoples across
national borders in a global economy. But I
think he would be profoundly disturbed that
even the richest countries are now having enor-
mous difficulty in finding enough jobs for their
people, including his own beloved United States,
and that so much technological advance seems
to bring the destruction of much of the environ-
ment, about which he cared so deeply.

I think Jefferson would be impressed at the
enormous advances in health care. He cared
a lot about his health, and he lived to be 83
largely by taking good care of himself. And I
think he would be a little disappointed that
more of us don’t take better care of ourselves
and appalled to think that the United States
is the only advanced country where every person
doesn’t have access to affordable health care,
something I hope we can change before long.

If you go up there and read what’s on those
walls, there is an incredibly moving statement
where Jefferson said, he trembles to think that
God is just when he considers the real meaning
of the institution of slavery. So I think he would
be delighted at the progress we have made in
human rights and living together across racial
lines. Because he had such a passionate belief
in individual liberty, I think he would be de-
lighted by the range of personal choices and
freedom of speech that the American people
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enjoy today, even to say things that he would
find offensive, for he understood the clear
meaning of the First Amendment.

But I think he would be appalled at the lack
of self-respect and self-control and respect for
others which manifests itself in the kind of
mindless violence to which this city and others
have been subject for the last several years, and
appalled at the millions of young people who
will never know the full measure of their free-
dom because they have been raised without
order, without love, without family, without even
the basic safety which people need to be able
almost to take for granted in order to be citizens
of a real democracy. In short, I think Thomas
Jefferson would tell us that this is one of those
times when we need to change.

Clearly, the call for change that Jefferson
made, he intended to be echoed generation
after generation after generation. He believed
if we set up the Constitution in the way that
it was set up, that Americans of courage and
good sense would always, always find themselves
in the majority for change when they needed
to be there. He believed in Government con-
stantly being reformed by reason and popular
will.

That is what this administration is trying to
do now. We know that we have an economy
that, even in growth, does not produce new
jobs. We know that we have increased by 4
times the debt of this Nation over the last 12
years, and we don’t have much to show for
it. We know that the people have now coura-
geously asked us to take on the problems of
jobs and the deficit, the environment and edu-
cation and health care, to try to put our people
first again and make Government work for
them.

The American people, deep in their bones,
without even thinking about it, are the agents
of change that Thomas Jefferson sought to write
in perpetuity into our Constitution. For in the
end, Thomas Jefferson understood that no politi-
cian, no government, no piece of paper could
do for the American people what they would
have to do for themselves. He understood better
perhaps than any of his colleagues that the peo-
ple of this country would always have to be
not only the protectors of their own liberty but
the agents of their own transformation and
change. But he also knew that Government must
be willing to supply the tools of that change.
And that, very simply, is our task today. After

all, what is a good education but a tool to a
better life. What is a job but a tool to build
self-sufficiency, self-esteem, and dignity for a
worker and a family.

As I look around this Nation, I know that
Thomas Jefferson would be very proud and
pleased by much of what has happened here.
I suspect it would amuse and surprise him and
make him very proud to think that for most
Americans, on most days, people from 150 and
more racial and ethnic groups live together in
not only peace and law abidingness but also
mutual respect and reinforcing strength. I think
that would make him proud. I think he would
be proud of the generosity of spirit that charac-
terizes our people and manifests itself most
clearly at a time of national crisis and national
tragedy. After all, in Jefferson’s time people gave
food and shelter to travelers who came to their
doors at night, even when they were total
strangers. Jefferson himself, at Monticello, often
offered his home over the years to bone-weary
travelers.

Today many of our people would do the same
thing. But together, together, we have not faced
the problems of the bone-weary travelers in our
own land, nor have we faced the problems that
we all share in common. We cannot turn the
problems away. It is time for reasonable change.
It is time for the Americans in our time to
live up to the principles etched in stone in this
magnificent memorial.

Just look at the beauty around us today. Do
you know that in Mr. Jefferson’s time almost
all of this was a swamp? People avoided this
place like the plague, because they were afraid
of the plague. But with a plan, with investment,
with effort, with vision, Americans transformed
it. And from this inhospitable terrain rose the
city before us, one of the most magnificent cap-
itals in the history of the world. But the struc-
tures around us are simply buildings. They come
to life only when they shake from the will of
the people. That is what Thomas Jefferson
knew.

We are the inheritors of Jefferson’s rich leg-
acy. On this the 200th anniversary of his birth,
we can honor him best by remembering our
own role in governing ourselves and our Nation:
to speak, to move, to change, for it is only
in change that we preserve the timeless values
for which Thomas Jefferson gave his life, over
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two centuries ago.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. at the
Jefferson Memorial.

Remarks at a Town Meeting on Goals 2000
April 13, 1993

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Secretary.

I’m glad to be here with my friends Dick
Riley and Bob Reich, also members of my Cabi-
net, at the headquarters of the Chamber of
Commerce to support the effort that the cham-
ber is making, along with its Center for Work
Force Preparation, to help to examine tonight
the whole critical question of how to move our
young people from school to the workplace.

I want to compliment the chamber on all
their efforts, recognizing that without an edu-
cated work force we can’t grow this economy
or remain competitive and recognizing that we
all have to work together, business and Govern-
ment, labor and educators, to make things hap-
pen. This satellite town meeting is a good exam-
ple of that kind of working together. And if
you’ll forgive me a little home State pride, I
want to say a special word of thanks to the
Wal-Mart Corporation, headquartered in
Bentonville, Arkansas, for providing several hun-
dred of the sites for this town meeting tonight.
I appreciate that a lot, as well as the sites that
are provided for all the rest of you.

I have tried as hard as I could to move toward
constructive change for this country. Secretary
Riley talked about this being Thomas Jefferson’s
250th birthday. If Thomas Jefferson believed in
anything, he believed in these three things: first,
in education; second, in real personal liberty,
freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom
of association, freedom of the press; and third,
in the absolute imperative of changing as times
change.

If you go to the Jefferson Memorial here in
this beautiful city, which is now bedecked with
all of its wonderful cherry blossoms, you will
see Jefferson saying that we have to change with
changing times. For us here in America that
means reducing our deficit and increasing our
investment and putting our people first so that
we can compete in the world. We’re here to
talk about that tonight, about what we can do

to educate and train our people better. Unless
we do that, none of the efforts that all the
rest of us make in Government, even to bring
the budget into balance, even to increase our
investment in other things which will grow jobs,
will last in the long run.

We also have to have people who can carry
their load. And in a world where the average
young person will change jobs seven or eight
times in a lifetime, that begins with the edu-
cation system and continues into the work force
where education must go on for a lifetime. It’s
not just important what you know but what you
can learn.

And if I might, I’d like to close just by em-
phasizing we’re doing our best to try to have
the most innovative partnership between the
Labor Department and the Education Depart-
ment and the private sector to build a good
school-to-work transition. And we’re trying to
get off to a good start this summer with a pro-
gram that would create more than 700,000 new
summer jobs, including many thousands that
have a strong education component so our
young people can be learning and working at
the same time.

Dick, I think I ought to stop there. That’s
a good place we can begin, I think, the discus-
sion.

[At this point, Secretary of Education Richard
W. Riley discussed the Summer Youth Challenge
program and asked the President to explain the
importance of educational enrichment in summer
jobs.]

The President. I think it’s important for two
reasons. First of all, a lot of the young people
we’re trying to reach may have had trouble ad-
justing to school and learning. And while we
want them to have a good experience with a
real job, we also want them to continue to learn
during the summer because we know from a
lot of research that a lot of kids that have trou-
ble learning in school may forget as much as
30 percent of what they learned the previous
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